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cause of the Headship of Christ," Chalmers said,
"to be condescending to deal with the State on
the specific question of Non-Intrusion. I would
never even ask from the Legislature a recog-
nition of Non - Intrusion. A far greater thing
is at stake, even the right of giving effect
to this and every other principle of a purely
spiritual nature which seemeth to us a sound
one." With national support always contingent,
the " selected sect," in short, claimed freedom to
modify its discipline and transform its doctrine
according to its own free will.

It is strange, even pathetic, now to revive in
memory those echoes of stormy controversy in
a past generation.

I had now finished the necessary theological
studies in the university. Neutrality and criticism
were no longer open, with disruption imminent, if
I was to make the experiment of an ecclesiastical
career. The choice lay between the ideal of the
remanent majority, with its modified ecclesiastical
autonomy, and the ideal of the minority, about
to separate from the Establishment because its
unconditionayiberty had been disallowed by the
British Legislature. Present work for the good original con-
